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Areas for Proposed Federal Development 


THE DOTTED LINES in this picture indi- 
cate properties involved in a proposed fed- 
eral development program in the Lafayette 
Square area. The square bounded by Camp, 
Poydras, Magazine and Lafayette would in- 


clude a federal court and office building, the 
old post office building would be renovated 
and the site at Giro d and St. Charles would 
house an eight-level parking garage. 


Hebert Says $25 Million U.S. 
Complex Scheduled for N.O. 


[Lafayette Square ! Area 
| - Named as Site 

I By FRANK L. SCHNEIDER 

(The T-'P Real Estate Editor) 

I Congressman F. Edward He- 
bert Monday revealed pro- 
| posed site planning and con- 
;struction for a $25 million fed- 
eral complex in the Lafayette 
Square area.. , 

As proposed the project 
would include a seven-story 
556,800 square foot building 
for District Court and fed- 
! eral offices, , This would be 
constructed • in the T Square 
bounded by Camp, Poydras, 
Magazine and Lafayette. 

The planning calls also 
for the renovation of the old 
Post Office building on 


Camp into a Circuit Court 
and the construction of an 
eight-level parking garage 
for 714 cars at St. Charles 
and Girod, across Girod j 
from tlie rear of the exist- 
ing Federal Building. 

The General Services Ad- 
ministration through., its ad- 
ministrator Lawson: Knott has 
advised Hebert of the selection 
of the site for the new con- 
struction. The. selection fol- 
lowed a review of an in-depth 
feasibility ‘study of v the . area 
by Curbs and .Davis and As- 
sociated Architects, Inc. 

The study included a pri- 
mary. proposal and three al- 
ternate proposals. The GSA 
concurred in the primary pro- ; 
posal recommended by , the. 
architectural firm. * . 

SPECIAL BILL 

!. Hebert has long been spon- 
soring a federal Complex 
[around Lafayette -Square'’'. and! 
has introduced into Congress 
[a special bill- authorizing the 
[construction of a federal court 
[building. He said he hopes for 
| passage of. this legislation “at! 
the: earliest possible time.” 

The congressman ‘ estimated 
that work could start on the 
new construction in about three 
years. ' ’ 

Since acquisition ot any prop-! 
erty requires Congressional au- 
thorization Lawson has advised 
Hebert that in order to “expe- 
dite this project as much as pos- 
sible” he is instructing the* re- 
gional administrator in Fort! 
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(Worth to “explore possibilities 
of acquiring the necessary prop 
erty, in whole or in part, by ex- 
change .for surplus govern- 
ment - owned properties.” 
Lawson said the GSA is pro- 
ceeding with design of the reno- 
vation work on the old post of- 
fice building for which funds 
are available. 

Hebert said he felt that GSA 
has made the proper decision 
in selecting the property outlin- 
ed m the primary proposal and 
in the decision to renovate the 
old post office building. He 
praised the local architectural 
firm for “a splendid study in 
[depth” and “one of the most 
comprehensive studies” that he 
has ever read. 

PARKING LOT 
The government has owned 
[property on St' Charles and Gi- 
[rod for several years. Currently 
it is used as a parking lot. 

Lawson said he appreciates 
Hebert’s interest in the pro- 
[ Posed project and that GSA 
would move the project for- 
. ward as. rapidly as possible as 
! soon as authorization is- approv- 
ed by Congress. 

The architects’ proposed plan/- 
i aing calls also for the widening 
I of Lafayette between the . Post 
Office building and the propos- 
ed new federal building leading 
to Lafayette Square. This sec- 
tion is envisioned as a wide, 
landscaped, boulevard giving! 
full view to historic Gallieri 
Hall. 1 

The primary proposal, study 
[lists an estimate of about $92,- 
900 for demolition of some 21 
(properties held by 17 owners 
in the square. The site has 
119,336 square feet of space 
CASH NEEDED 
The architect’s study further 
(estimates that some $1,913,000 
[would be required to purchase: 

I the properties in the square 
[based on the value of recent 
[transactions, in the area. 

! Other proposals designed as 
: alternates in the architectural 
[firm’s study ahe: 

A. Two new, buildings in thej 
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[square bounded by Camp, 
.Poydras, Magazihe and Lafay- 
ette, one for a District Court, 
one for a new . federal office 
building; the renovated post 
office building' into . a Circuit 
Court, and the parking garage 
[on Girod. 

B. A new District Court on 
about ■ half of the square 
bounded by Camp, Poydras, 
[JVfagazine and Lafayette; a 
Circuit Qourt in the renovated 
post office building; a new 
federal office building on . St. 
Charles between. Lafayette and 
Girod. in the square bounded 
also by Carondelet, and the 
[parking, garage . on Girod. • | 

: C. A new District Court on 
about half of the square 
bounded by Camp, Poydras, 
(Magazine and Lafayette; the 
Circuit Court in the renovated 
post office- structure; a new 
ll-story : federal offices build- 
ing in the square bounded by 
-North, St. Charles, Poydras 
and Camp, and the p a r k i ng 
garage at Girod. 
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